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A long time ago in a galaxy far, far away… 

Star Wars 

{Opening Crawl} 

Episode I:  

A New Apprentice 

After centuries of peace, the Galactic Republic has started to fracture.  Seeking more power and 

greater profits, the TECHNO UNION – the galaxy‟s largest source of industry – has blockaded 

the planet of Naboo – the galaxy‟s largest source of food – and taken over the shipments. 

With its economy failing, Naboo has requested redress from the Galactic Senate.  To find proof 

of these claims, the chancellor of the Senate has sent OBI-WAN KENOBI, a newly anointed 

JEDI KNIGHT to investigate. 

Having recorded the Techno Union‟s illegal actions, Obi-Wan now tries to escape from Naboo 

with the queen and part of her retinue attached to a smuggler‟s ship… 

{End Crawl} 

EXT. SPACE 

Camera pans down.  The upper crest of the planet Naboo enters the lower frame and rises before 

coming to a stop.  At that moment, a smuggler‟s ship enters from below, climbing up, we HEAR 

the HUM of the ship‟s engines.  The camera tracks it, moving down its length to the large, 

rectangular cargo container being towed behind the ship.  At last it settles onto a silver ship (the 

J-type star skiff), stuck on the back of the container. (the whole feel should be that the camera was 

pulled by the smuggler ship)  Camera follows the arrangement a bit, before zooming into the 

silver ship, passing through the front window into ship‟s bridge. 

INT. COCKPIT OF THE QUEEN‟S SHIP – MIX OF LIGHT & SHADOW 

Two pilot seats up front, with RIC OLIE (pilot) & OBI-WAN (co-pilot) sitting in them.  Behind 

those two seats is another pair, where AMIDALA & PANAKA sit.  Behind that, in the stage 

right corner, PADMÉ (played by Natalie Portman, draped with a cloth poncho) sits on a fold out 

seat. 

SMUGGLER 

(voice coming over the radio) 

Everyone comfortable back there? 

OBI-WAN 

Not at all. 

http://starwars.wikia.com/wiki/J-type_star_skiff


SMUGGLER 

There‟s a small sensor gap in the Techno Union‟s patrol.  As soon as we‟re through it we‟ll jump 

to Kamino and from there you guys can head to Corus… 

(trails off) 

RIC OLIE 

Come again? 

(tapping buttons on his panel) 

Copy?  What‟s happening? 

SMUGGLER 

(panicking) 

They‟ve spotted me! 

RIC OLIE 

Hang on, we‟re detaching. 

OBI-WAN 

Wait!  If we wait for them to start scanning the cargo, their ship will be too entangled to chase 

us. 

SMUGGLER 

They‟re scanning me now.  Get out of here! 

The engines of the queen‟s ship begin humming.  Lights come on in the cockpit. 

AMIDALA 

(to the radio) 

Thank you for your help! 

SMUGGLER 

Not at all, my queen.  Sorry I‟ll have to lose this shipment. 

EXT. SPACE 

The small, silver ship pops off the back of the smuggler‟s cargo transport with a large, Techno 

Union spaceship filling the background.  The Techno Union spaceship turns away from the 

smuggler‟s ship and begins firing at the Naboo vessel. 

RIC OLIE 

(shouting over the EXPLOSIONS & WHINE of attack) 

They weren‟t delayed for long! 



OBI-WAN 

(shouting) 

My mistake!  We have to get out of here now. 

RIC OLIE 

The nav computer still needs a minute to calculate the hyperspace jump! 

OBI-WAN 

(pointing) 

Fly at that angle; close to the ship.  Its guns can‟t hit us there. 

EXT. SPACE 

Lasers fire about while the silver ship dodges and weaves.  It flies “underneath” the Techno 

Union ship.  When it passes under, small droid flyers start pouring out of a hanger from the 

Techno Union ship. 

OBI-WAN 

(stands up to exit the cockpit) 

What kind of weapons do you have? 

PANAKA 

This is a diplomatic vessel. 

OBI-WAN 

(looks from passenger to passenger) 

None. 

(sits back down) 

The ship rocks and trembles as the droid fighters blast it. 

OBI-WAN 

We have to jump now. 

RIC OLIE 

Just a few more seconds… 

The ship shakes as if it‟s going to come apart at any minute. 

OBI-WAN 

The shields won‟t hold „a few more seconds‟.  Jump to hyperspace now! 

EXT. SPACE 

The silver ship, withering under heavy laser fire, leaps into hyperspace. 



INT. ROOM ON BOARD THE TECHNO UNION SHIP – SHADOWY 

The room has sparse furniture and decoration; only a cot on one side, and a full length window 

looking out into space.  Standing in front of the window is DARTH MAUL, covered in black 

robes.  The audience does not get to see his face this scene. 

The door to the room opens, a commander of the Techno Union forces enter. 

TU COMMANDER 

We stopped the smuggler, but a small, Naboo craft escaped us. We‟ve reviewed the scan logs 

and confirmed that Queen Amidala was on board. 

DARTH MAUL 

(barely restrained anger) 

Her testimony will make it hard for the Senate to ignore us.  The Jedi‟s recording will make it 

impossible. 

TU COMMANDER 

We are not ready to face the Galactic Military. 

DARTH MAUL 

(starting to walk out) 

Continue preparations.  I will intercept the queen and her evidence before she reaches the Senate. 

TU COMMANDER 

She might be expecting that.  What if she‟s not on Coruscant?  What if they went somewhere 

else to hide? 

DARTH MAUL 

Then search the galaxy.  Destroy that recording and the queen. 

EXT. SPACE 

A brown planet rotates in the background.  The silver ship reappears over it from hyperspace.  It 

flies toward the camera which zooms into the cockpit. 

INT. COCKPIT OF QUEEN‟S SHIP 

OBI-WAN 

(relieved) 

There.  Now we have all the time we need to calculate a route to Coruscant. 

RIC OLIE 

(very sullen & irritated) 

Another second… Another century… Doesn‟t matter. 



AMIDALA 

Why? 

RIC OLIE 

(reaches for the levers that engage hyperspace jumping) 

Everyone starts screaming in protest.  The engines GROAN, drowning out the actors.  Nothing 

happens. 

RIC OLIE (CONT‟D) 

The hyperdrive is ruined.  One of the last shots from the Union must have taken it out, which 

caused us to exit hyperspace unwillingly. 

AMIDALA 

How bad is the damage? 

RIC OLIE 

If you still want to fly to Coruscant… it should only take us around four hundred trillion years 

depending on where we are. 

OBI-WAN 

Can we fix it? 

RIC OLIE 

(reading computer – shakes his head) 

The generator‟s out.  We‟ll have to replace it. 

AMIDALA 

I have a substantial treasury.  Captain Olie, take us to the nearest parts dealer. 

RIC OLIE 

(suppressing a laugh at his queen‟s expense) 

My lady, you‟re assuming we were exceptionally lucky and that blind jump landed us near 

civilization.  No one‟s that lucky. 

PADMÉ 

Tatooine. 

RIC OLE 

PANAKA 

OBI-WAN 

(simultaneously) 

What? 



PADMÉ 

We were that lucky. 

(points at a screen next to her) 

There are three inhabited planets in this system, but two of those have major Techno Union 

manufacturing complexes on them.  The third, Tatooine, is mostly desert with a population of 

simple moisture farmers.  But it does lie on the 5709 DC Shipping Lane. 

PANAKA 

(to Amidala) 

If we can‟t find the part, we should at least be able to find a ride. 

AMIDALA 

(considering it) 

Very well then.  Take us there, captain. 

RIC OLIE 

(glares briefly at Obi-Wan) 

OBI-WAN 

(smiling & sarcastic) 

Not luck my friend, but years of Jedi training. 

(to Amidala) 

How much money do we have? 

PANAKA 

A little over sixty thousand credits. 

OBI-WAN 

That should be enough.  Don‟t worry your highness; I‟ll have us out of here before suns down. 

AMIDALA 

I have every bit of faith in you and Padmé. 

OBI-WAN 

(turning around) 

Pardon me? 

AMIDALA 

(pointing back at Padmé) 

My assistant, Padmé, will be accompanying you. 

OBI-WAN 

You don‟t trust me? 



PADMÉ 

When it comes to the queen‟s money, we‟d prefer to make sure it doesn‟t get swindled out of a 

naïve jedi‟s hands. 

EXT. OUTSKIRTS OF MOS ESPA  – DAY 

The silver ship lands on the outskirts of Mos Espa. 

EXT. STREETS OF MOS ESPA – LATE AFTERNOON 

Obi-Wan & Padmé approach a junk shop. 

PADMÉ 

I‟m not sure about this, Jedi Kenobi. 

OBI-WAN 

But we‟ve only checked four shops.  The Force often requires patience and perseverance. 

PADMÉ 

The more shops we visit, the more likely word will spread that we‟re crippled, increasing our 

chance of being attacked by raiders.  If we‟re not successful here, we should look for another city 

or solution. 

INT. WATTO‟S SHOP – BADLY LIT 

Camera follows Obi-Wan & Padmé into the shop.  When they enter, WATTO gets up and flies 

to them. 

WATTO 

Greetings!  What can I help you with today? 

OBI-WAN 

(hold up a digital reading device) 

Our ship has a broken hyperdrive generator.  We‟re hoping you have a replacement. 

WATTO 

If I don‟t, I might have something better, yah. Anakin! 

ANAKIN SKYWALKER enters.  A teen around 15-17 (could still be played by Hayden 

Christensen if makeup can „youthen‟ him), he‟s filthy with dust and grease from living in the 

desert and working on machines.  He‟s wearing a loose shirt and pants that are barely more than 

tatters.  Around his waist is a tool belt almost overflowing with tools. 

ANAKIN 

(sees Padmé, talks to her, clearly a bit smitten) 

How can I help you? 



OBI-WAN 

(interposes himself between Anakin & Padmé) 

We need a new hyperdrive generator for our ship. 

(holds out the digital reading device) 

Anakin takes the device and studies it quietly.  When Obi-Wan starts to ask something, Anakin 

shushes him.  Eventually Anakin wanders out to the junk yard, lost in thought.  Everyone waits 

around for several awkward seconds before Anakin returns with a box. 

ANAKIN 

(drops the box on the front counter, then goes around and sits down behind said counter – he 

props his feet up) 

That should do it. 

OBI-WAN 

(looks inside the box) 

I don‟t see the part in there. 

ANAKIN 

(waves dismissively) 

You must free yourself from the manufacturer‟s restrictive profiteering dogma.  In there is 

everything you need to build a hyperdrive generator that will work on a ship of your type and 

mass. 

OBI-WAN 

None of us can make that. 

WATTO 

Lucky for you, my Anakin can.  Labor‟s a bit extra, though. 

PADMÉ 

How much extra are we talking about? 

WATTO 

Depends on how soon you need it done.  I have other customers to take care of, yah. 

PADMÉ 

(looks inside the box also) 

Those are cheap parts. 

(looks at Obi-Wan as if consulting him) 

But we would like to leave as soon as possible.  We‟ll pay you a thousand credits to fix our ship, 

tonight. 

Anakin & Watto both start laughing. 



OBI-WAN 

What‟s so funny? 

ANAKIN 

Republic credits are worthless on Tatooine. 

WATTO 

Come back when you have something more real. 

PADMÉ 

Like what? 

WATTO 

I‟m a parts dealer.  Bring me some more parts.  Or six hundred druggat if you can get your hands 

on them. 

INT. MOS ESPA CANTINA – DUSK 

Padmé is sitting at a bar.  The camera pans around to show us the patrons while a SONG plays 

over the scene.  During the pan, we see Obi-Wan stand up from a table, talking to two people 

sitting there.  He nods and says a few words (we can‟t hear them) before departing.  The camera 

then tracks with him as he walks over and sits next to Padmé. 

OBI-WAN 

That pilot gave me ten druggats for fifty-five credits. 

PADMÉ 

(takes a drink) 

I got five in exchange for fifteen credits. 

OBI-WAN 

If we let only you talk to these pilots… 

PADMÉ 

It would still take us days to get the money.  Assuming I‟m not robbed or worse in the mean 

time. 

OBI-WAN 

(thinks a moment as he picks up his glass and takes a drink) 

Then let‟s just hire a transport. 

PADMÉ 

I‟d rather not.  If the Techno Union has put out a reward for the queen or yourself, the pilot 

might consider turning us in for a reward on top of our ticket fees.  Let‟s make that our last 

resort. 



BAR FLY 

(clearly a bit drunk, touches Padmé‟s shoulder) 

Hey, you‟re pretty.   

PADMÉ 

(put off by him but wanting to be polite) 

Thank you. 

(turns back to Obi-Wan) 

BAR FLY 

(not getting „it‟) 

Can I buy you a drink? 

PADMÉ 

(still trying to be polite) 

No.  Thank you. 

Padmé turns to continue talking with Obi-Wan, when the bar fly tries to interrupt again.  This 

time, Obi-Wan speaks up. 

OBI-WAN 

Leave her alone, friend. 

BAR FLY 

(grabs Obi-Wan‟s arm) 

Hey, you don‟t speak for her. 

PADMÉ 

(pushing the guy back) 

No, he‟s right.  Please leave me alone. 

The bar fly starts to pull out a blaster and the place looks to be set to erupt in violence.  Obi-Wan 

jumps to his feet. 

OBI-WAN 

(waving his hand in a very familiar way) 

Just walk away. 

The bar fly gets a dazed look.  He puts his gun back in the holster, turns around, and kind of 

sleep-walks out. 

Everyone looks at Obi-Wan and Padmé weirdly, especially the bartender. 

OBI-WAN 

Maybe we should leave. 



PADMÉ 

Agreed. 

The two of them walk out, the rest of the bar eyeing them until they leave. 

EXT. TATOOINE – DUSK 

A vicious sand storm fills the area.  Padmé & Obi-Wan cough and choke a moment before Obi-

Wan uses the force to create a small bubble around their heads.  The NOISE is nearly deafening.  

The two of them are driven to their knees. 

PADMÉ 

Maybe we should go back inside! 

OBI-WAN 

Forget it!  There must be lodging nearby!  We can contact the Senate or Jedi Council in the 

morning! 

PADMÉ 

No!  Most communicators are made by the Techno Union.  If we contact anyone, they‟ll find us 

before our allies do. 

Anakin eventually appears in screen.  He‟s wearing some protective gear, but when he finds the 

two of them, he enlarges the bubble a bit himself. 

ANAKIN 

(shouting over the storm) 

Hey, strangers!  What are you doing out in a storm? 

PADMÉ 

We‟re lost! 

ANAKIN 

My place isn‟t far!  Come!  You can stay until the storm passes! 

He helps them up and – holding hands – the three of them make their way through the storm. 

INT. ANAKIN‟S ROOM – EVENING 

The door opens to let Anakin, Padmé & Obi-Wan into a small, one room hovel.  The place is tiny 

and messy like most bachelor apartments.  It consists of one room with 3 alcoves.  At the back of 

the room on stage left is the “bedroom” (a simple sheet and pillow on the floor).  Just inside the 

door and on stage left is the “kitchen” (little more than a fridge and counter).  A “closet” takes up 

half of the wall on stage right (filled with clothes – some hanging, most piled – and some 



miscellaneous – underneath all of it the top of a droid with a blue and silver dome on top, sticks 

out). 

ANAKIN 

(enters first, hurriedly begins picking things off the floor to make the place presentable) 

Just have a seat anywhere.  I don‟t get guests very often. 

OBI-WAN 

(looks around & laughs a little – it reminds him a bit of his early days as in jedi training) 

It‟s… cozy. 

ANAKIN 

(tosses an armful of clothes into the „closet‟) 

Can I get you something to eat while we wait? 

Padmé & Obi-Wan shrug and nod.  Anakin moves to the back to put his things up. 

PADMÉ 

(leaning close to talk quietly to Obi-Wan) 

Was he using the Force in that storm? 

OBI-WAN 

(watching Anakin) 

Yes.  It is very strong with him. 

PADMÉ 

(a little concerned) 

What is he? 

OBI-WAN 

Right now?  A talented friend. 

Anakin comes from his room.  Padmé & Obi-Wan act nonchalant. 

ANAKIN 

So where are you guys from? 

PADMÉ 

Tatooine. 

(gestures to Obi-Wan) 

My brother and I bought a ship to escape this place, but we didn‟t know it was broken. 

ANAKIN 

A common story.  Not an honest starship dealer in the whole system. 



(beat) 

But you‟re lying. 

PADMÉ 

(with a mock wounded expression) 

I am not. 

ANAKIN 

(chuckling) 

No one on Tatooine is that pretty.  And your „brother‟ is too smooth skinned to have spent more 

than a day here.  Both of you come from another planet. 

Padmé & Obi-Wan look at each other.  They have a brief, wordless debate.  Anakin picks up on 

this. 

ANAKIN 

A secret mission?  Say no more.  How about something to eat and drink? 

Anakin heads to the “kitchen” area and begins rummaging around for plates, food, etc while 

Padmé & Obi-Wan mime a debate.  Obi-Wan signals to Padmé “up to you”.  She keeps debating 

until Anakin comes back, carrying three plates with a spam-like substance on them. 

ANAKIN 

(handing out the plates) 

I just can‟t imagine anything so bad that Tatooine was the better option. 

Anakin walks back to the nook.  Padmé & Obi-Wan sit down on the floor. 

PADMÉ 

(coming to a decision) 

I am from Naboo.  The Techno Union has blockaded us and taken over our delivery of food to 

the galaxy.  Obi-Wan and I were helping my queen escape, when we were attacked. 

OBI-WAN 

We were forced to jump to hyperspace too soon. 

ANAKIN 

(brings over 2 glasses, handing them to Padmé & Obi-Wan) 

And ended up here?  That was not an improvement. 

Anakin sits down on the floor with them.  Raising his hand, he causes a 3
rd

 glass to zoom from 

the counter, to his hand, without spilling anything.  Padmé looks at Obi-Wan with some concern.  

Obi-Wan focuses on Anakin. 



OBI-WAN 

(watching the display with interest) 

How long have you been on Tatooine? 

ANAKIN 

(shrugs, looks down at his food) 

All my life as far as I can remember. 

OBI-WAN 

Who were your mother and father? 

ANAKIN 

Whoever my dad was, mom never told me.  She‟s… dead. 

PADMÉ 

How did she die? 

ANAKIN 

(looking very uncomfortable – memories of the event flood his mind) 

My previous owner.  One day I was being unruly.  He beat me a few times but I still wouldn‟t 

yield to him.  So he threatened Mom.  I… did something that angered him so much, he killed 

her. 

There is a long, awkward silence as they stare at Anakin. 

ANAKIN 

I inadvertently killed my master – wounded several of his assistants. 

(drinks from his glass) 

The next day I was sold to Watto to cover the damages. 

PADMÉ 

(in a scandalized tone) 

You… are a slave? 

ANAKIN 

Since I was born. 

OBI-WAN 

How does Watto treat you? 

ANAKIN 

(shrugs) 

So far he‟s beaten me much less than the others.  He‟s even said that I might earn my freedom. 

(shakes himself out of his funk) 

But that‟s years away.  Let‟s try to get you two off Tatooine tomorrow. 



PADMÉ 

You have the funds we need? 

ANAKIN 

(laughing) 

Slaves are typically not paid.  I was going to repair your ship – for free. 

OBI-WAN 

What about the parts you need? 

ANAKIN 

By the time the storm is past, Watto won‟t be in the shop.  We can steal them from him or a 

competitor. 

Obi-Wan looks to be seriously considering this.  Padmé notices. 

PADMÉ 

No! 

OBI-WAN 

It‟s the best option we‟ve had. 

PADMÉ 

It‟s wrong! 

OBI-WAN 

Sometimes the ends justify the means. 

ANAKIN 

What‟s the problem? 

PADMÉ 

You!  We do this… how does it affect Anakin? 

OBI-WAN 

Anakin… perhaps you can recommend a trustworthy pilot that can fly us to Coruscant. 

PADMÉ 

There‟s got to be some way we can earn a lot of money quickly. 

ANAKIN 

May I look at your ship, again? 

Obi-Wan pulls out the digital reader and hands it to Anakin.  Anakin activates the image of the 

ship and gets lost in thought. 



PADMÉ 

What are you thinking? 

ANAKIN 

Gambling. 

OBI-WAN 

It would still take us months to play enough Sabbac to earn the amount needed. 

ANAKIN 

Of course.  You have to think bigger. 

PADMÉ 

What are you thinking? 

ANAKIN 

In two days, the Boonta Eve pod race will be held here on Tatooine.  It‟s the biggest race in the 

whole outer rim. 

OBI-WAN 

You‟re thinking we should wager on one of the racers? 

ANAKIN 

(shakes his head) 

No.  You should sponsor a racer.  Your ship should be valuable enough to cover most of the 

entry fee, Watto can front the rest.  The winner‟s pot will more than pay for your repairs. 

PADMÉ 

What makes you think Watto will agree to this? 

ANAKIN 

He has a pod and has been saving his winnings from other races for this.  He‟s hoping to enter in 

another year or two. 

OBI-WAN 

Watto doesn‟t strike me as much of a racer. 

ANAKIN 

He‟s not.  I‟m his driver. 

OBI-WAN 

(pause) 

You think you can win? 



ANAKIN 

(looks at Padmé) 

For the honor of a princess?  I can‟t lose. 

EXT. BY THE NABOO SHIP – DAY 

A pod racer is next to the ship.  Tools and parts are all around it with Anakin in the middle, 

working on the thing.  Padmé walks down the ramp out of the ship, there are some sounds of 

angry protesting muffled behind her. 

PADMÉ 

I don‟t think she‟ll ever forgive me for this. 

ANAKIN 

(up to his elbows in one of the engines) 

You think she‟s madder than that pilot?  I thought he was going to kill me for taking these parts. 

PADMÉ 

Ric calmed down once I explained that you needed them to fix this pod. 

ANAKIN 

But the queen hasn‟t? 

PADMÉ 

(shrugs) 

She will eventually. 

(watches Anakin work on the pod a moment) 

Will you be able to fix it? 

ANAKIN 

I think so.  We‟ll know if it blows up tomorrow. 

PADMÉ 

Don‟t joke about that.  We‟d be stuck here forever if something happened to you. 

ANAKIN 

(in a mocking tone) 

Oh no!  I wouldn‟t wish that on anyone. 

PADMÉ 

If you could leave Tatooine and do whatever you wanted, what would you do? 

ANAKIN 

(without hesitation) 

Fly.  I would get the fastest ship I could and fly to every planet in the galaxy.  Then I would fly 



to each of them again. 

(he pauses to twist a part into place) 

It‟s why I love racing.  Just for a second… I can imagine that I am flying. 

(beat) 

What do princesses enjoy doing? 

PADMÉ 

(laughs) 

I‟m not a princess.  I only serve the queen, I‟m not related to her. 

ANAKIN 

Not a princess in blood, but one in spirit then.  Still doesn‟t answer my question. 

PADMÉ 

I‟d like to be on that ship with you.  Spending a day on every world to hunt the most dangerous 

beasts they offer. 

ANAKIN 

You?  Hunting? 

PADMÉ 

Yes. 

ANAKIN 

(laughs) 

You look like you can barely hold a gun. 

PADMÉ 

Every year, when it was hunting season on Naboo, I would go with my dad and brother. 

ANAKIN 

Well… you‟d always be welcome on my ship. 

AMIDALA 

(coming out of the ship) 

Padmé? 

PADMÉ 

Coming my lady! 

Padmé reenters the ship with the queen while Obi-Wan exits it. 

OBI-WAN 

(approaches the pod racer, picking up a tool to fiddle with) 

Will it be ready in time? 



ANAKIN 

(eager smile) 

Ready and better than ever. 

OBI-WAN 

(watches him work a minute) 

So how long have you been using the Force? 

ANAKIN 

(laughs mockingly) 

The what? 

OBI-WAN 

The Force.  That which permeates and binds the galaxy. 

ANAKIN 

(rolls his eyes) 

That nonsense?  Never bothered about it.  If there‟s some all-powerful mystical energy field out 

there, it doesn‟t care about me so I don‟t care about it. 

OBI-WAN 

But it gives the Jedi their power. 

ANAKIN 

The Jedi?  A bunch of sad old men devoted to an out of date religion?  Look around! 

(gestures to the mostly empty Tatooine desert) 

Where are they now?  Not here!  They‟re not freeing slaves or making a difference in people‟s 

lives.  Who needs them? 

(holds out his hand for the tool Obi-Wan‟s holding) 

OBI-WAN 

It‟s a big galaxy.  A lot of people are in trouble. 

ANAKIN 

If they and their Force aren‟t improving the galaxy, I say we‟re better off without them. 

EXT. POD RACING STADIUM – DAY 

The Mos Espa Grand Arena.  Numerous racers assemble on the track in front of the crowd.  

Everyone is CHEERING and the ANNOUNCERS are talking in a myriad of languages.  Obi-

Wan, Padmé & Watto stand/float next to a hovering pod-racer that ANAKIN is putting the 

finishing touches on.  The pod itself should look like a mechanical Frankenstein and be in sharp 

contrast to some of the shinier, newer looking pods around the scene.  Even some of the dirtier, 

more beat up racers look much more professional than Anakin‟s entry. 

http://starwars.wikia.com/wiki/Mos_Espa_Grand_Arena


ANAKIN 

(finishes checking out the pod, is clearly nervous and on edge) 

See you at the finish line? 

WATTO 

(hands Anakin his racing helmet) 

Try not to die on me, eh? 

OBI-WAN 

(pats Anakin on the shoulder) 

Keep your mind clear, trust your instincts.  The Force guides even its doubters. 

Padmé looks like she‟s about to say something but turns and follows Watto & Obi-Wan off the 

track.  Right before they are completely off it, she turns and runs back. 

PADMÉ 

Anakin! 

Anakin, is about to put on his helmet when he hears her.  He stops and turns around. 

PADMÉ 

(giving Anakin a quick kiss on the cheek) 

For luck! 

Padmé exits the track while Anakin dons his helmet and climbs into the pod.  Anakin starts the 

single lap without incident.  Not far out of the stadium, one of the other racers crash, sending a 

huge, flaming hunk of wreckage at Anakin.  He instinctively waves his hand, causing the debris 

to deflect to the right, nearly hitting another racer.  The rest of the race proceeds as normal.  As they 

near the finish line, Anakin & Sebulba are fighting for first place.  Sebulba starts ramming and 

acting aggressive toward Anakin but the human isn‟t shaken off.  Sebulba pulls out a blaster of 

his own and takes aim.  Anakin turns, glaring at Sebulba with raw hate in his eyes.  Sebulba 

drops his blaster and claws at his throat as if he‟s choking.  No longer steering, Sebulba‟s pod 

careens off, crashing into a rock formation.  Anakin wins the race. 

INT. WATTO‟S SHOP – LATE AFTERNOON 

Anakin is  putting some tools in a box in the background while Obi-Wan & Padmé talk with 

Watto. 

PADMÉ 

(counts some coins into a bag then holds it out) 

I believe that should cover the parts and labor. 
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WATTO 

(waves his hand and laughs) 

Keep it.  With my half of the prize, I plan on retiring. 

Obi-Wan looks at Padmé.  They seem to agree on something without speaking.  He takes the bag 

from her and sets it on the counter in front of Watto. 

WATTO 

Didn‟t you hear me?  I don‟t need your money. 

OBI-WAN 

I know.  I‟m buying Anakin. 

Anakin & Watto both look at Obi-Wan with stunned expressions. 

OBI-WAN 

You just said you‟re retiring.  So you won‟t be needing a slave any more. 

WATTO 

And you do, off-worlder? 

OBI-WAN 

That‟s not your concern.  Is this not enough?  How much do you think he‟s worth? 

Watto picks up the bag and seems to count it.  Several seconds pass. 

WATTO 

Anakin… take care of yourself, yah? 

Anakin is speechless as he looks at Obi-Wan. 

OBI-WAN 

Well?  Ready to leave Tatooine? 

ANAKIN 

(smiles) 

More than anything. 

INT. DARTH MAUL‟S QUARTERS – DARK 

The room is very sparse, mostly metal.  Darth Maul kneels on the floor, his back to the camera 

and shrouded in a cloak.  A BEEP echoes.  Maul pulls back his hood, reveal his horns and 

tattoos.  He reaches up and touches the communicator on his ear. 

D. MAUL 

What? 



VOICE OF TECHNO UNION UNDERLING 

The call has come in.  Queen Amidala is requesting to land on Coruscant. 

D. MAUL 

(rises to his feet) 

Delay her for five minutes, then route her ship to landing platform 1763b.   

INT. QUEEN AMIDALA‟S SHIP – SPACE 

The back of the ship has a sort of dining area in it.  Anakin is sitting at the table.  On the table are 

numerous parts and tools.  Next to Anakin is a white & blue astromech droid, gutted.  Padmé enters 

and sits across from him. 

PADMÉ 

Where did you get an astromech droid? 

ANAKIN 

Found him one day in Watto‟s junk pile.  I still can‟t believe someone threw out an R-series – 

those were some of the most dependable droids ever built. 

(leans back to take a break from his work) 

He was in pretty bad shape, but his memory core was still intact.  Since then I‟ve been putting 

the little guy back together.  I‟m almost done – I just need a power source. 

PADMÉ 

(watches him for a second) 

Are you going to miss it?  Your home, I mean 

ANAKIN 

(vigorously shakes his head) 

It was no home, just where I grew up.  It has to be the hottest, roughest, coarsest… most 

miserable planet in the galaxy.  I‟ll never return to Tatooine if I can help it.  From now on I‟m 

only going to planets with lots and lots of water. 

PADMÉ 

Then I should mention that Naboo has the most freshwater in the galaxy. 

ANAKIN 

(smiles) 

Another reason for me to visit. 

OBI-WAN 

We‟re landing. 

Anakin & Padmé follow Obi-Wan to the cockpit.  A view of Coruscant fills the screen. 
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RIC OLIE 

Sorry everyone.  I‟ve never been this delayed coming into Coruscant. 

ANAKIN 

That’s Coruscant? 

OBI-WAN 

The center of all culture, commerce and government for the galaxy; a giant city covering an 

entire planet. 

The ship flies through the cityscape. 

OBI-WAN 

(pointing) 

That building, with all the pillars, is the primary Jedi temple.  If you look close, you might see 

some people who aren‟t old or men. 

Anakin chuckles at the in-joke though the others look a bit confused. 

OBI-WAN 

(after a few seconds, points to another) 

The one shaped like a mushroom, is where the senate meets.  We‟ll take the queen and this 

recording there. 

ANAKIN 

Why? 

PANAKA 

Since they blockaded our planet, the Techno Union now controls most of the galaxy‟s food as 

well as industry.  Many senators are frightened that any action against the Union will get their 

planet‟s supplies cut off. 

AMIDALA 

With this recording, the Senate will be forced to authorize the military to action. 

RIC OLIE 

(speaking half to himself as he flies) 

Odd that we‟re forced to land so far from the senate. 

The ship touches down.  Padmé moves to the back first.  She pulls a rigid backpack out, slings it 

over one shoulder and checks outside.  She walks down the ramp while everyone else approaches 

the exit. 
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OBI-WAN 

(to Anakin) 

Get your things. 

ANAKIN 

What?  Oh, right.  Sir. 

(frantically puts R2 into a cart and begins picking up his parts and tools) 

EXT. FLOATING PLATFORM IN CORUSCANT – DAY 

Obi-Wan joins Padmé on a floating platform.  Obi-Wan wanders off, checking the area.  Panaka 

walks down with Amidala following him. 

PADMÉ 

(turns to talk to the queen) 

We should get a taxi to the Senate right away. 

AMIDALA 

Padmé, stop worrying.  We‟ve made it to Coruscant.  I for one could use a bath and a moment to 

relax. 

PADMÉ 

We shouldn‟t delay any longer. 

AMIDALA 

This is Coruscant.  What could happen here? 

Darth Maul jumps into the scene from an overhead speeder.  His lightsaber cuts down Panaka 

before anyone realizes he‟s there.  Padmé starts to pull out a weapon when a massive wave of the 

Force shoves her and Obi-Wan off balance.  Darth Maul grabs Amidala‟s face, and the queen 

falls unconscious from a sith mental attack.  Darth Maul then grabs the queen and throws her 

over his shoulder.  He run to the edge, where his speeder shows up.  Darth Maul jumps onto the 

speeder and it starts to rise in the air. 

Padmé opens her pack and dumps out several pieces onto the ground.  Anakin runs out of the 

ship, buckling his tool belt on. 

ANAKIN 

What‟s going on? 

PADMÉ 

(starts grabbing the pieces and snapping them together) 

The queen‟s been kidnapped. 



ANAKIN 

What are you doing? 

PADMÉ 

(snaps on the last piece, revealing the assembly as a sniper rifle-blaster) 

Remember what I said I used to do with my father? 

ANAKIN 

He‟d take you hunting. 

PADMÉ 

(walks towards the edge of the platform, pulling off her poncho, revealing a white bodysuit 

underneath) 

That‟s why the queen hired me as her bodyguard. 

(pulls out a headset – puts it on her left ear, and flips the clear eyepiece over her left eye) 

It‟s a lot easier to hunt when your prey has a tracking device you insisted she swallow. 

Camera briefly shows Padmé‟s view.  A red arrow directs her right until a red dot finally appears 

in her view.  She kneels down and takes aim.  With a quick flip, she blacks out the headset‟s 

eyepiece.  Padmé takes a second, then squeezes off three shots. 

Camera shows the shots hitting the repulsors and engine.  Black smoke pours out of the speeder 

as it starts to go down, crashing into a building. 

Obi-Wan comes running up as Padmé pulls off a piece from her backpack and attaches it to her 

rifle. 

OBI-WAN 

What are you doing? 

PADMÉ 

My job. 

Padmé takes aim and fires.  A hook and line shoot across the Coruscant sky, embedding at the 

top of the hole Darth Maul‟s crash created.  Padmé secures the line to the floating platform‟s 

railing.  Taking out a cylinder, she clamps it to the line and goes zooming off. 

OBI-WAN 

Blast! 

(pulls out a communicator) 

Patch me to the Jedi temple. 

Anakin stares at where Padmé went, before he pulls some odds and ends out of his tool belt.  In 

two seconds he assembles a grip and uses it to zoom down the line after her. 



OBI-WAN 

Anakin don‟t!  Why isn‟t anyone listening today? 

(into the communicator) 

This is Obi-Wan Kenobi.  I need backup. 

EXT. CORUSCANT SKY – DAY 

Padmé zooms down the line with her rifle strapped across her back, her hair streaming in the 

wind.  She hits the end of the line and lets go, dropping to the floor and rolling with the fall.  

When she comes to a rest, she‟s crouched, and tosses out two glow sticks.  As their green glow 

reveals the area, she pulls out dual blasters and checks around. 

PADMÉ 

Whoever you are… 

(she checks her headset quickly, confirming the queen is close) 

give Amidala back to me, and you might make it out of here alive. 

She gets up and starts to slowly move forward.  Anakin suddenly falls in behind her, with 

considerable less grace than she.  Surprised, Padmé whirls around and nearly fires at Anakin‟s 

head. 

PADMÉ 

Anakin!  What are you doing here? 

ANAKIN 

(wincing as he stands up) 

I haven‟t thought that out, yet. 

(looks around, and gasps in awe) 

What is this place? 

Camera pulls back to reveal a building that looks similar to the Theed Generator Complex only 

with wider platforms, railing and darker as the lights flicker from the damage of the collision. 

PADMÉ 

A power generating station, I think. 

ANAKIN 

(pointing) 

Is the queen all right? 

Camera pans up to reveal a gash in the walkways where Maul‟s speeder crashed.  It‟s across on 

another platform and Queen Amidala is lying next to the speeder‟s wreckage. 

PADMÉ 

Maybe.  This may also be a trap. 
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Padmé slowly and carefully begins advancing across the walkway towards the speeder.  Anakin 

follows after her.  She glances back and notices this. 

PADMÉ 

(in an annoyed, whispered, tone) 

Anakin!  What are you doing? 

ANAKIN 

Helping? 

PADMÉ 

Stay back, you‟re not a fighter. 

Anakin suddenly lunges forward and tackles Padmé right as a red lightsaber cuts the air where 

she was standing.  Darth Maul lands on the platform with 1 lightsaber blade deployed skidding to 

a stop between Padmé and Amidala.  Padmé pushes Anakin off and rises just enough to fire 

prone.  Maul deflects the blasts and advances slowly.  Padmé scrambles to her feet, at least one 

of the blasters firing nonstop while she begins circling.  Anakin‟s slower to get up but he‟s on his 

knees by the time Maul gets over there.  Darth Maul kicks Anakin aside – hard. 

PADMÉ 

(with a sly smile) 

Thanks. 

With a curious expression, Maul looks down to see that he‟s standing over an explosive that 

Padmé dropped when she got to her feet.  He looks up just in time to see one of her blasters 

holstered, that hand now holding a detonator.  A small explosion goes off, engulfing where Maul 

stood.  Padmé, satisfied, goes over to the queen.  She‟s checking the queen„s vitals when Maul 

appears behind her.  A lot of his clothes are shredded, and it looks like he‟s bleeding from a few 

places where he couldn‟t use the force to protect himself.  Padmé spins around just as he gets 

close, but he knocks the blaster out of her hand and grabs her by the throat. 

D. MAUL 

(choking Padmé) 

That… hurt. 

ANAKIN 

(screaming as he tackles Maul) 

Let her go! 

In the scuffle, Maul‟s lightsaber skitters across the floor.  Anakin lands on top of him, and 

punches Maul a few times before Maul tosses Anakin over his head.  Maul is on his feet faster 

and his lightsaber returns to his hand, one end lighting up.  Anakin is on his feet by now as well.  



He barely dodges a few swipes by Maul before turning to run.  He starts throwing debris and 

other random items behind him but Maul casually slices through each one.   

The camera briefly cuts to Padmé as she recovers and brings her sniper rifle around.  She takes 

aim at Maul‟s back, but when she fires, he blocks the shot over his shoulder without looking.  

Maul then uses the force to lift a power cable lying on the floor to trip Anakin.  Darth Maul 

stands over Anakin raises his lightsaber for a killing blow. 

D. MAUL 

The Force is strong with you. Join me, and I‟ll let you live. 

ANAKIN 

You should have made a better first impression. 

D. MAUL 

Very well then.  Die. 

OBI-WAN 

(drops into the scene, landing close to Anakin‟s head as his lightsaber ignites and stops Maul‟s) 

I hope my saving you won‟t become a habit, Anakin. 

ANAKIN 

I‟ll try to repay you someday! 

D. MAUL 

(sneering) 

Jedi… 

Maul & Obi-Wan fight a bit while Anakin scrambles clear.  They exchange parries back and 

forth, when a second Jedi, ANOON BONDARA, comes running up, his yellow lightsaber 

switching on.  Maul fires a disc from the sith lanvarok on his left arm.  Anoon has to dodge it, 

giving Maul enough of an opening for him to back away from the two Jedi. 

ANOON 

Need a hand, Obi-Wan? 

OBI-WAN 

This fellow is a bit of a challenge. 

MACE WINDU 

(enters the scene from Obi-Wan‟s left, his purple lightsaber igniting) 

Good.  Been awhile since I‟ve had a challenge. 
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ANOON 

(to Darth Maul) 

I don‟t suppose you‟ll come quietly, will you? 

Darth Maul sneers as he holds up his lightsaber.  The other end lights up, revealing its double 

bladed nature. 

MACE WINDU 

Well that‟s new. 

As the Jedis begin fighting, Anakin runs over to where Padmé is kneeling over the queen. 

ANAKIN 

Padmé?  Is the queen all right? 

PADMÉ 

I… don‟t know.  I can‟t wake her up. 

ANAKIN 

I think the kidnapper is some kind of evil Jedi. 

PADMÉ 

You think he did something to her mind with the Force? 

ANAKIN 

Maybe. 

PADME 

I‟m going to get her to a hospital.  Bring one of the Jedi along when you can. 

Anakin nods while Padmé lifts Amidala as best she can and starts dragging her away.  Anakin 

watches a minute before turning to the speeder.  He stares a second, before an idea forms in his 

mind.  He pulls out a tool and gets to work… 

The camera cuts back to the duel between Darth Maul and the three Jedis.  The battle goes back 

and forth for a few minutes.  At one point, the camera zooms in (to show in slow motion) Darth 

Maul‟s and Anoon‟s lightsabers about to clash.  However, Maul switches the end of his saber off 

for a second, causing Annon‟s block to go wide.  Anoon has just a second of realization before 

Maul switches his lightsaber back on, the blade piercing through Annon‟s upper chest.  Mace & 

Obi-Wan cry out. 

Angry, Mace runs at Maul and fights him with even greater speed and ferocity.  Obi-Wan finally 

joins in and they slowly seem to gain the upper hand.  Anakin appears on scene, holding a ripped 

out repulsor part from the crashed speeder.  He waits; watching the fight, then turns on the part 

and lets it fly at Darth Maul. 



The part flies, looks like it‟s about to hit Maul, when he suddenly spins around and cuts the part 

in two, causing the resulting halves to miss him and smash into Mace & Obi-Wan instead. 

ANAKIN 

(really horrified at what he just accidentally did) 

…Oops. 

Darth Maul bends over, and gets the evidence container from Obi-Wan.  He looks at it a moment 

before levitating the box, and smashing it with his lightsaber.  He then raises it to kill Obi-Wan 

when Anakin runs up and shoves Darth Maul away with his shoulder. 

ANAKIN 

(kneels beside Obi-Wan and shakes him) 

Hey!  You ok? 

OBI-WAN 

(in pain) 

Arm!  I think you broke my arm. 

Anakin reaches over and picks up Obi-Wan‟s lightsaber.  Darth Maul jumps to his feet.  Anakin 

looks over the lightsaber in a panic.  At the last moment he ignites the weapon, blocking Darth 

Maul‟s attack.  He clumsily survives a whole five seconds before Mace Windu stops an attack 

with his purple blade. 

MACE WINDU 

(to Darth Maul) 

Let‟s try this again. 

Mace & Maul duel a moment while Anakin drags Obi-Wan away.  Darth Maul gets a lucky kick 

in, knocking Mace over the edge.  He turns and stalks after Anakin who still has his hands full 

with Obi-Wan.  Darth Maul is halfway there when a blaster bolt suddenly blasts the lightsaber 

hilt held in his hand.  The shot breaks the lightsaber in half, shutting off one of the blades. 

Camera cuts to Padmé who is several yards away, aiming through her sniper rifle. 

PADMÉ 

Don‟t see it coming when it‟s not aimed at you, huh? 

Mace Windu jumps onto the platform while Anakin stands up and lights up Obi-Wan‟s saber as 

well.  Darth Maul looks between them and where Padmé is hiding.  He shuts off his lightsaber. 

MACE WINDU 

That‟s what I thought. 



Mace starts to advance.  Darth Maul suddenly bends down and picks up Anoon‟s dropped 

lightsaber. 

D. MAUL 

I‟ll settle for one Jedi, today. 

He runs with Mace chasing after him off screen.  Anakin – almost too quick to notice – bends 

down and pockets the half of Maul's lightsaber that was broken off.  Padmé wanders into shot 

while Anakin goes to Obi-Wan to help him. 

ANAKIN 

(holding out Obi-Wan‟s lightsaber) 

I believe this is yours. 

(to Padmé as she approaches) 

You returned? 

PADMÉ 

The queen was safe at a hospital.  I decided that I couldn‟t let anything happen to two of the 

bravest men I know. 

EXT. STEPS OF THE JEDI TEMPLE, CORUSCANT – DAWN 

Anakin climbs up the steps, dragging his cart along.  Various Jedi and Coruscant citizens pass 

him by.  The camera follows his view as he looks about in wonder.  He's at the edge of the 

entrance when GREETER stops him. 

GREETER 

Can I help you, young man? 

ANAKIN 

(clearly overwhelmed by it all) 

I... is this were you find Jedi? 

GREETER 

(smiling politely) 

It's one of the many places you can, yes. 

ANAKIN 

I'm looking for... uh... 

(gets lost in thought and mutters to himself) 

What did they say it was?  It's Obi... Obi-One?  On.  In.  Obi-Ian?  Bin... That's it! 

(to the greeter) 

Obi-Ben – uh – Kenovi. 



GREETER 

(suppressing a laugh at Anakin's expense) 

One moment. 

The greeter turns away, letting Anakin look around.  In the background, we see the greeter talk to 

someone passing by before going to her terminal by the temple entrance.  A few seconds later, 

Obi-Wan walks out of the temple with to QUI-GON JINN.  There is a Bacta cast over Obi-Wan's 

upper right arm. 

OBI-WAN 

Hello, Anakin.  What brings you here? 

ANAKIN 

Sorry we were separated, master. 

(bows slightly) 

If you'll show me where to put my things- 

QUI-GON 

(teasing Obi-Wan) 

Obi-Wan, did you get an apprentice without the council's permission? 

OBI-WAN 

(to Qui-Gon) 

No. 

(to Anakin as if he's teaching him something) 

Why do you call me master? 

ANAKIN 

(looking very confused) 

Would... you prefer Obi-Ben?  Or just Ben? 

OBI-WAN 

(laughs) 

Yes, you can call me 'Ben'.  But that doesn't explain why you are here. 

ANAKIN 

Because... you – bought – me. 

OBI-WAN 

That's true, but I think you're forgetting something. 

Anakin just looks even more bewildered. 

OBI-WAN (CONT'D) 

I am a Jedi.  I am not allowed to own slaves.  



Joy starts crossings Anakin's face as he begins grasping Obi-Wan's point. 

OBI-WAN (CONT'D) 

Since I paid for you, but am not allowed to own you, I believe that makes you free. 

ANAKIN 

So... what do I do now? 

OBI-WAN 

Whatever you want.  Master Jinn and I must be going to help the queen. 

INT. CORUSCANT HOSPITAL, HALLWAY – DAY 

Padmé is standing in a hall when Anakin comes walking up. 

PADMÉ 

Anakin! 

She runs up and they embrace each other tightly. 

PADMÉ 

I have something for you. 

She reaches into her pockets and pulls out a mechanical cylinder.  She hands it to Anakin. 

ANAKIN 

Really?  This is a power source. 

Padmé, bursting with happiness, nods enthusiastically. 

ANAKIN (CONT'D) 

With this I can finally complete that droid.  Padmé I don't... 

PADMÉ 

After all your help, I figured it was the least I owed you. 

ANAKIN 

(deeply touched by the gesture) 

Padmé I... I owe you and Ben my freedom. 

PADMÉ 

Who? 

ANAKIN 

The uh… Jedi that was with us… 



PADMÉ 

Oh he freed you? 

ANAKIN 

That's why I came here.  I was hoping you or the queen maybe had a job for me.  I can fix stuff.  

I can fly anything.  Um… that‟s it, really. 

PADMÉ 

(laughing) 

Don't worry, Anakin.  I'm sure the queen can find something for you.  If she ever wakes up. 

ANAKIN 

The Jedi are still not having any luck? 

Padmé shakes her head when PALPATINE walks out of the queen's room. 

PADMÉ 

Senator Palpatine!  This is Anakin. 

Palpatine walks over and shakes Anakin's hand. 

PALPATINE 

Not a senator any more. 

ANAKIN 

What do you mean? 

PADMÉ 

(happy for Palpatine) 

You won the election? 

PALPATINE 

(to Anakin) 

I was running for supreme chancellor of the Senate. 

ANAKIN 

(to Palpatine) 

Congratulations, sir. 

PALPATINE 

Not as impressive a victory as yours was, I believe. 

ANAKIN 

(feeling embarrassed) 

I was lucky. 



PALPATINE 

As lucky as a Jedi.  I might be able to use you in my administration. 

INT. CORUSCANT HOSPITAL, QUEEN'S ROOM – DAY 

Queen Amidala lies unconscious on a hospital bed with a few medical droids surrounding her.  

On one side sits Obi-Wan.  At the head of the bed, Qui-Gon sits.  His head is bowed and his eyes 

closed.  His hand rests on Queen Amidala's forehead.  After several seconds, he finally raises up. 

OBI-WAN 

Did it work? 

QUI-GON 

(shaking his head) 

I have never seen anything like this.  Perhaps if I work with Master Yoda or another Jedi Master 

I can free her. 

The two Jedi lean back and contemplate the situation a moment. 

OBI-WAN 

The evidence destroyed... the Queen unconscious... Looks like the Techno Union will control 

Naboo.  Combined with their manufacturing complexes and they may as well control the galaxy. 

QUI-GON 

Do not be so quick to panic, my former padawan.  Concentrate on the living Force. 

OBI-WAN 

Of course, master.  I haven't forgotten your lessons. 

(beat) 

What's your impression of the boy? 

QUI-GON 

The one who called you 'Ben'? 

OBI-WAN 

Yes. 

QUI-GON 

The Force is strong with him. 

OBI-WAN 

Immeasurably so. 

(beat) 

He should be trained. 



QUI-GON 

Most on the council will say he's too old to train in our ways. 

OBI-WAN 

Master, he's already using the Force.  Considering his mechanical skills, it wouldn‟t surprise me 

if he built his own lightsaber.  Would it be better for him to train and grow on his own or under 

our supervision? 

QUI-GON 

I quite agree, Obi-Wan. 

(gets lost in thought a moment) 

I will broach the topic with other council members.  In the meantime, stay with him.  Teach him 

control and mark his abilities. 

OBI-WAN 

(bowing his head) 

Very well, Master Jinn. 

Both Jedi stand up and walk to the door.  When they open it, they find Padmé standing there with 

a dumbfounded look and Anakin acting like he's trying to console her. 

QUI-GON 

What is it? 

PADMÉ 

(in shock) 

I... was made princess of Naboo by Chancellor Palpatine. 

ANAKIN 

(to the two Jedi) 

It means she's interim queen until Amidala recovers. 

OBI-WAN 

But Naboo is occupied right now. 

PADMÉ 

Right.  Which is why Palpatine is putting a division of the Republic military at my command.  

He wants me to retake our home. 

QUI-GON 

The fleet can't be deployed without authorization by the Senate. 

ANAKIN 

It's in defense of the chancellor's home planet.  Who's going to object? 



PADMÉ 

And I won't let my people suffer another day. 

(with a fierce look in her eye) 

I'm going back home.  And woe to any of the Techno Union that's still there... 

EXT. SPACE 

A half dozen republic capital ships gather in preparation for deployment.  The camera slowly 

moves in on one in the center, until it passes through an observation window to Padmé and some 

GENERALS around a table.  Anakin & Obi-Wan are standing just behind her. 

GENERAL 1 

According to the report from Padmé and Jedi Kenobi, the Techno Union has a fleet around 

Naboo almost twice the size of ours. 

PADMÉ 

It's not hopeless, however. 

(she punches a few buttons on the table, changing the view) 

The asteroid field just beyond the fourth planet will limit their numbers.  Most of the fleet will 

come out of hyperspace there, and move into position. 

GENERAL 2 

One or two ships will break off from the fleet to engage the Union's forces.  They will then 

withdraw to the asteroid field, dragging the Union's ships into a trap. 

ANAKIN 

Uh... excuse me but, what will keep the Techno Union from destroying the bait ships as soon as 

they exit hyperspace? 

GENERAL 1 

The princess has supplied us with data on the movement of Naboo's moons.  The bait will exit 

near the moons, using them for cover while they deploy their fighters.   

GENERAL 2 

It's still risky.  Who will be the bait? 

PADMÉ 

I will.  My ship will lead the battle. 

INT. HANGER BAY OF REPUBLIC CAPITAL SHIP 

Anakin sits on a crate of cargo with R2-D2 before him.  All around, pilots and crew prepare the 

fighters for takeoff. 



ANAKIN 

(holding the power source in his hand) 

Well little buddy... let's bring you back to life. 

Anakin inserts the power cell and twists it into place.  A loud CLICK echoes.  Seconds later, R2 

lights up and WHISTLES to life.  Anakin smiles with pride.  JAGGED ANTILLES walks over. 

JAGGED 

No way!  Is that an R2 unit? 

Anakin leans over and wipes grime off the designation plate on Artoo.  The camera does a close 

up of R2-D2 being revealed.  R2's WHISTLES and BEEPS go on and off through the 

conversation. 

ANAKIN 

Yep.  Just finished rebuilding him.  Full designation is 'R2-D2'. 

JAGGED 

How old is he? 

ANAKIN 

No idea.  His memory core looked pretty old when I found him, but I think it's still intact. 

JAGGED 

(offering his hand) 

Forgive me, I‟m Jagged Antilles. 

ANAKIN 

(shaking said hand) 

Anakin Skywalker. 

JAGGED 

So how much you want for the droid? 

ANAKIN 

(looks at the older pilot in surprise) 

Seriously?  You don't want to buy a new one? 

JAGGED 

No!  Astromechs with experience are priceless and the R2 line was one of the most dependable 

ever built.  Tell you what.  I'll give you five hundred credits now, and if he helps me survive this 

battle, I'll give you another five hundred. 
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ANAKIN 

(shocked, reeling from the offer) 

Sure. 

Jagged and Anakin shake on the deal.  Some chips are put in Anakin's hands then Antiles walks 

off with R2-D2 following after him.  Anakin watches him go, when Obi-Wan (the cast still on 

his arm) walks up behind him. 

OBI-WAN 

Are you sure about that?  You put a lot of work into that little droid. 

ANAKIN 

I know.  But it's just another reminder of Tatooine.  And I don't want any more of those. 

Anakin YELLS and CLAPS at a deck crew.  The crewman tosses a flight helmet at Anakin, 

which he catches. 

OBI-WAN 

What are you doing? 

ANAKIN 

(climbing up a ladder into a proto Y-wing fighter) 

Getting ready for the fight.  Doing my part to help Padmé return home. 

OBI-WAN 

Do you even know how to fly that thing? 

ANAKIN 

(hitting buttons & checking dials) 

I read over the manual.  Seems basic enough. 

Obi-Wan looks around in debate.  He finally shouts at a crewman and gets a flight helmet of his 

own.  He then climbs into the co-pilot's seat behind Anakin.  In the background, we can see 

Jagged loading R2 into the astromech slot of his own fighter. 

ANAKIN 

Ben?  What are you doing? 

OBI-WAN 

Whatever I can to keep you from getting killed. 

ANAKIN 

I don't need your help. 



OBI-WAN 

A good teacher never abandons his student. 

ANAKIN 

I'm not your student! 

OBI-WAN 

Of course not.  If you were, you'd be too smart to be sitting here, right now. 

ANAKIN 

(sighing) 

It will probably be easier out there with a bit of help. 

OBI-WAN 

(smiling, donning his helmet) 

Just try not to get me killed. 

ANAKIN 

I'd never dream of it. 

EXT. SPACE OVER NABOO 

A moon passes in front of the camera, blocking the view of Naboo, when one of the republic 

capital ships suddenly exit hyperspace in front of the moon.   

INT. CAPITAL SHIP HANGER BAY 

Lights begin flashing and a KLAXON begins to sound.  A female VOICE comes in over the 

intercom 

VOICE 

Fighters, prepare for launch in thirty, seconds. 

Anakin closes the canopy of the ship.  We hear a brief HISS of air as it's sealed.  Anakin hits a 

few switches, and engine HUMS to life. 

Outside of the cockpit, the last of the crewmen evacuate the deck, and the bay doors begin 

opening overhead to reveal space. 

INT. CAPITAL SHIP BRIDGE 

Padmé stand behind pilots and other members of the ship's crew as they work at their banks of 

equipment and computers.  One of the TECHNICIANS speaks up. 

TECHNICIAN 

Princess? 



PADMÉ 

Yes? 

TECHNICIAN 

Scanners are showing only two Techno Union cruisers over Naboo. 

PADMÉ 

(looking concerned and confused) 

Signal the fleet to be ready to move in.  This might be easier than we thought. 

EXT. SPACE 

The ship rounds the Naboo moon and fighters begin swarming out of its hanger. 

INT. ANAKIN'S FIGHTER 

ANAKIN 

Only two ships?  That hardly seems fair. 

OBI-WAN 

Be mindful, Anakin.  Things aren't always what they seem. 

EXT. SPACE 

The fighters and capital ship begin closing in on one of the TU ships.  They are just about in 

range of firing, when thousands of droid fighters suddenly pour out of the TU ship like locust. 

INT. ANAKIN'S FIGHTER 

ANAKIN 

What are... 

OBI-WAN 

Anakin!  Take evasive action! 

EXT. SPACE 

Anakin's and other fighters try to dodge when the droid ships intercept.  A host of blaster fire 

fills the screen, and several ships go down.  Once past the fighters, the droid fighters blast 

Padmé's ship. 

INT. PADMÉ'S BRIDGE 

The set rocks back and forth as we hear GROANS and EXPLOSIONS of a ship under attack. 

PADMÉ 

What's happening? 



TECHNICIAN 1 

The Union has perfected a droid fighter. 

TECHNICIAN 2 

Impossible!  The prototypes were much too buggy to be a threat. 

PADMÉ 

Signal the fleet to meet us here, now.  Move in and concentrate all fire on the first capital ship. 

EXT. SPACE 

Anakin's fighter dodges and weaves, blasting and destroying droid ships here and there. 

ANAKIN 

(growling with frustration) 

We should have had that one!  How are these things so fast? 

OBI-WAN 

(punching up information on his screen) 

Looks like they're designed to have all power devoted to weapons and engines, forgoing shields. 

ANAKIN 

Who would do that to their own people? 

OBI-WAN 

I'm not getting any life signs from them.  I think they're just droids through and through. 

Anakin grimaces as he maneuvers into destroying another enemy. 

ANAKIN 

Impossible!  I've never seen droids this smart – this crafty. 

OBI-WAN 

(thinking) 

You're right... Anakin, keep us alive for a minute. 

ANAKIN 

I hope to do so for longer! 

EXT. SPACE 

The republic cruiser is almost in range of one of the TU capital ships. 

INT. PADMÉ'S BRIDGE. 



TECHNICIAN 1 

We can't hold up much longer! 

TECHNICIAN 2 

We're in range! 

PADMÉ 

All turbolaser batteries, fire! 

EXT. SPACE 

Padmé's ship opens fire.  Right before the shots strike the target, the TU capital ship breaks apart, 

revealing it to actually be a huge collection of droid fighters in disguise. 

INT. PADMÉ'S BRIDGE 

Padmé and her crew look on in horror as the magnitude of the deception sinks in. 

EXT. SPACE 

The virtual cloud of droid fighters turn to Padmé's ship.  They begin firing, when the rest of the 

republic fleet arrives and begin shooting it.  The cloud splits, and goes after different ships.  

Thousands of more droid fighters begin pouring out of the capital ship remaining. 

INT. ANAKIN'S SHIP 

Anakin watches everything in horror. 

ANAKIN 

Ben!  Do you see this? 

OBI-WAN 

Yes, Anakin.  But we should still be able to win the day. 

ANAKIN 

At what cost?  The lives of thousands of republic citizens in exchange for some droids the Union 

can mass produce? 

OBI-WAN 

Maybe not. 

(begins typing on his instruments) 

You were right.  These aren't pure droids, they're being controlled remotely.  And the signal is 

coming from that other ship. 

Anakin looks out.  The rest of the capital ships and fighters are too entangled with the droid 

fighters.  The lone, TU capital ship sits off by itself. 



ANAKIN 

(with a look of determination) 

Ben, route all of our weapons and shields to the engines.  We're taking out that ship. 

OBI-WAN 

(complying) 

Any ideas on how to do that? 

The TU ship begins growing larger as Anakin races toward it. 

ANAKIN 

What kind of ordinance do we have? 

OBI-WAN 

Not enough to even dent that thing's shields. 

ANAKIN 

(thinks a moment) 

Ben, if it has shields up, how are droids flying out of it? 

OBI-WAN 

They must have some kind of code or access that lets them pass through. 

ANAKIN 

(smiling) 

Great.  Let's get one. 

INT. PADMÉ'S BRIDGE 

Smoke vents through the air as lights flicker. 

TECHNICIAN 1 

Engines are down.  Turbolaser batteries six, nine and fifteen through twenty are offline.  Shields 

are almost gone. 

PADMÉ 

It's been an honor serving with all of you. 

TECHNICIAN 2 

Wait, they're breaking off! 

EXT. SPACE 

The droid fighters suddenly turn and break off from the fighting.  As if they were one, the cloud 

of fighters turn toward Anakin's ship, racing towards the TU capital ship. 



INT. ANAKIN'S SHIP 

ANAKIN 

Ben, you have that cable-thing ready? 

OBI-WAN 

(looking at a targeting screen) 

Ready. 

ANAKIN 

Get ready to fire.  This will be bumpy... 

EXT. SPACE 

A half dozen droid fighters pour out of the hanger towards Anakin's fighter.  He dodges their 

fire, and some shots impact against his shields.  Just as the ship breaks through the group, a cable 

fires from the underside of Anakin's fighter.  It hits and locks magnetically onto the hull of one 

of the droids.  The droid manages to fly just a bit more before it is suddenly yanked back. 

INT. ANAKIN'S SHIP 

OBI-WAN 

We've got it. 

ANAKIN 

Get ready to detach cable. 

Anakin & Obi-Wan grow nervous as the TU ship fills their view. 

ANAKIN 

Sever cable!  All power to engines. 

EXT. SPACE 

The cable detaches from Anakin's fighter, which then immediately makes a fast, tight, vertical 

loop.  The droid ship careens toward the capital ship as Anakin flies over it, coming in place 

behind it. 

INT. ANAKIN'S SHIP 

ANAKIN 

Power to shields! 

EXT. SPACE 



Anakin's fighter slams into the droid, damaging both ships a bit.  Anakin's engines flare and he 

pushes the droid ship forward.  The camera shows a shimmering field over the TU's hanger bay.  

It vanishes when the droid gets close, letting the droid ship and Anakin's fighter into the bay. 

INT. ANAKIN'S SHIP 

ANAKIN 

(focusing) 

Ben.  Fire everything. 

INT. TECHNO UNION HANGER BAY 

Anakin's ship begins firing blaster bolts from its undamaged guns while a few proton torpedoes 

are launched.  The fighter zooms through the ship, maneuvering through tight quarters, sparks 

flying where it gets a little too close to the hull.  Eventually, the TU ship begins to explode as the 

constant damage takes its toll. 

INT. ANAKIN'S SHIP 

ANAKIN 

(seeing a wall rapidly approaching) 

Ben!  We're almost out of room. 

OBI-WAN 

(looks back, sees a wall of fire behind them) 

Don't turn around. 

Obi-Wan hits a few buttons, and two proton torpedoes launch.  They hit the side of the ship... 

EXT. SPACE 

Explosions begin tearing up the TU ship.  One smaller one erupts from the side, and Anakin's 

fighter flies out from the fire.  And into the cloud of droid fighters. 

INT. ANAKIN'S SHIP 

ANAKIN 

I have a bad feeling about this. 

OBI-WAN 

No, Anakin.  Stop! 

Anakin slows his fighter down to a crawl as they near the droid group. 

OBI-WAN 

We did it.  We destroyed the droid controls.  They're inert. 



To accentuate the point, one of the fighters bumps Anakin's and floats away. 

The camera jumps to several ship interiors, showing everyone cheering, or sighing with relief. 

INT. TECHNO UNION SHIP BRIDGE – SPACE 

Darth Maul stands on the bridge, surveying the stars.  The Techno Union captain approaches 

him. 

TU CAPTAIN 

Sir.  The Naboo distraction worked.  But we were unable to hold the planet. 

D. MAUL 

An expected outcome.  What about our primary goal? 

TU CAPTAIN 

We have successfully taken Kamino.  The republic‟s primary cloning facility is in our hands. 

D. MAUL 

Good. 

(turns around to face the captain) 

Now I want you to see if you can build me an apprentice. 

Darth Maul holds up a holo image, that shows a figure very much like General Grevious. 

INT. NABOO GRAND HALL – DAY 

A large hall with a raised dais at the end.  Large windows line the sides.  People pack the place, 

and the camera tracks to the dais, where Obi-Wan and Anakin stand before Padmé who is 

dressed in royal robes.   

MUSIC plays over the scene as Padmé takes a medal, and pins it to Obi-Wan's chest.  Then they 

bow to each other.  Taking a second medal, Padmé pins it to Anakin's chest.  When he bows, she 

leans forward and kisses him on the cheek.  Anakin starts to blush, and Obi-Wan has to signal 

him to turn around.  Both characters do, and the crowd stands in applause. 

OBI-WAN 

(to Anakin, over the crowd's clapping) 

What will you do now? 

ANAKIN 

(to Obi-Wan) 

I was thinking about becoming a Jedi. 

OBI-WAN 

You want to become a sad old man devoted to an out of date religion? 
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ANAKIN 

There are worse things to be. 

(beat) 

I was wrong, Ben.  I want to learn the ways of the Force, become a Jedi and make the galaxy 

better. 

OBI-WAN 

Why do you call me master? 

ANAKIN 

Because you're my teacher. 

Roll credits. 


